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Los Angeles is attempting to
curb traffic woes with its new,
keen, two-wheeled commuter
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An end
to LA’s love

—— for cars?

Palm wrees line Avalon Boulevard on an
overcast day In the southernmost nelgh-
bourhood of Los Angeles, Wilmington.
‘Thewide, open road Is surrounded by flat
commerelal bulldings on elther slde, con-
forming to the sterectype of & low-slung,
expansive Angeleno car culture. But this
street s missing the routlne mumble of
engines and homs. Instead, the pleas-
ant hum of overheard corversations and
chirping birds dominates as thousands
of motorbess wheels pedal down the qul-
ex street — bleycles, skateboards, roller-
blades, scooters, even & unboycle.
Car-free events lke this one stemn from
a concept ploneered In Bogotd, Colombla,
and have spread 10 urban memrepales all
over the world. Since Its Los Angeles in-
ceptlon In 2010, ClcLAvia, which closes
down a two- to sbe-mile route for each
event, has persuaded over one-and-a-half
miltion people to abandon thedr alr-con-
ditloned cars for the aftemcon and
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explose srreets (nfused with history, small
buslnesses and hyper-local culture.

“Our mission = all abour connect-
fng comrmunitles, connecting people,
glving folks a sense of Imagination and
rediscovery of the city where they live,
without being In & car,” says Romel Pas-
cual, the executive director of ClcLAvla.
And with 100 neighbourhonds In the
Clry of Angels, each event proves there
Is ahways more to explore.

Long before modern Loz Angeles,
wilmington entrepreneur Phineas Ban-
ning was Inscrumental o founding the
Port of Los Angeles, which borders the
nelghbourhood's southern  edge. His

historle Victorlan mansion, built in
1864, has become a landmark of Wilm-
Ington’s Imporant role creating the cloy,
vet few people cutside the nelghbour-
hood know about it The ClelAvia route
takes riders directly past the manslon
(now a museum) on s toue. Then, it
contlnues past a historie hotel, The Don,
a non-profit senbor Hving facility and a
Clwll War museum. It concludes at the
waterfront park overlooking a massive
poet, now the largest in the US.
Getring to this Hrtle-known comer of
the city s & part of the event's outreach,
too. Los Angeles [ & cloy with 300
miles of streets, making It the larmest

and most congested municipal street
system in the US. Its car culture was
created and encouraged by the autome-
iolle industry of the 1940s and 19308, but
woday. many Angelenos recognise that
this culture has devastating effects -
oth psyvehologieally and environmen-
wally. Many blame the freeway system
for isolaring rezldents from each other
and their nelghbourhoods. Initatives
like CicLAvia alm to change residents
relatlonship to transportadon, and thus
v thelr local surraundings.

Pascual, formerly the deputy mayor
of Los Angeles, sees CleLAvia as a way
w show people the possibilitles inherent
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in human-powered transport. “The im-
pact It has had on the city Is seen by how
people approach sustainability, climate
change and public transit,” Fascual says.
“The image of ClclAvia has showed peo-
ple in a three dimenslonal way how they
went the firture to be."

Pamnering with UCLA researchers,
the orpanization measured the impact
of the event on socizl and public health,
alr guality and economic development
on a few recent event Sundays. Taking
cars off the road along the event route
resulted in a 49 per cent reduction in
particle pollutants on the event day, and

local businesses along the route saw up
to 4 57 per cent boost [n sales.

Metro ridership also sees a slgnif-
lcant bump durlng events, with many
people at ClclAvia reporting taking
their first ever publlc-transit ride to get
to the event. Houtes are often placed
negr Metro rall stations to encourage
door-to-door aliernatives to wehicles
This initial introductlon to car alterna-
tives often creates longer-lasting be-
havisur change, seen by an Increase in
monthly Metro pass-holders as well as
ciry bike lanes in the years since ClelA-
vla began. "We're opening up their [An-

gelenos’| way of thinklng about the clty
by looking at all the oprions, Including
looking at public transit a5 an option,”
says Pascual. "In the long run, we hope
that Intreducing people to belng a user
on the streets changes thelr mindset
and that you're going w see the street
differently even when you're driving,
and regct & little differently.”

Along the route, non-profit grant re-
clplents from LAZ0S0 also display thelr
vislons of the future for Los Angeles.
The grant programme, funded by social
impact firm the Goldhirsh Foundation,
also supports CicLAwvia. The organiza-

tion's president, Tara Roth, describes
LAZ050 a5 “creating a shared vision for
the future of LA that drives and tracks
progrezs toward that vislon.”

Many grantee pilot programmes pop-
ulate the streets, from food trucks funded
with microcredic loans, o a non-profit
highlighting homelessness as a commu-
nity issue, and even an athletic grant that
Introduces lacresse to Wilmingron kids.
The combination of soclal Impact, public
health and environmental awareness that
brought ClclAvia, Gobdhirsh and Wilm-
Ingron wagether bullds a distinctly crea-
tive portrait of 2050. "When It comes to
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our region's fumure, Wilmington is a part
of the country's buslest port and home
w0 one of California’s densest concentra-
tlons of bike lanes, so it felt like a natural
fit for this CleLAvia " explains Both, She's
tzking the Wilmington ride with her son
after the opening press conference with
Pascual. “Whatewver my role In CiclAvia,
I can't help getting excited when my son
gets to ride sefely and freely on LA streets
that are closed to cars.”

As ciry residents from across the
expanse of miles, parking lots and
nelghbourhoods begin o speak with
each other on a leisurely bike ride a

geographically sparse clty forms & new
emotlonzl and social bond. This Is the
outcome that brings a spark to Pascual,

"1f we're able to showcase, not just
taking cars off the road, but also that
we have 8 community that's a lot clos-
er than we think. and that we have a lot
more commonalities than differences,
and that we promote inclusion by being
togecher, it creates a whole new natra-
tive for a cloy known for [ts sprawl.”

The next Loz Angeles CleLAvia takes
place June 30 and spans seven nelghbowr-
hoads aorass four miles of central Los An-
peles, from Mid City ro Pico-Unlan.




